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Welcome to the Environment Agency

We are the Environment 
Agency. We protect and 
improve the environment. 
Acting to reduce the impacts of a 
changing climate on people and 
wildlife is at the heart of everything 
we do. We reduce the risks to people, 
properties and businesses from 
flooding and coastal erosion. We 
protect and improve the quality of 
water, making sure there is enough for 
people, businesses, agriculture and the 
environment. We look after land quality, 
promote sustainable land management 
and help protect and enhance wildlife 
habitats. And we work closely with 
businesses to help them comply with 
environmental regulations. 

But we can’t do this alone. We work 
with government, local councils, 
businesses, civil society groups and 
communities to make our environment 
a better place for people and wildlife.

Of course, none of this is possible 
without the professionalism and 
dedication of our staff. We promote 
equality and diversity in all we do, from 
our own workforce to our customers 
and communities. We employ people 
at all stages of their career, from recent 
graduates to experienced leaders and 
experts in their own fields.

 
We’re committed to helping our 
people to find new ways of working, 
while creating a better place for 
people and wildlife. For more 
information on the Environment 
Agency and what we do, visit:  
www.gov.uk/government/organisations 
/environment-agency/about 
www.gov.uk/government/
organisations/environment-agency/
about/recruitment

 

A career regulating 
radioactive substances  
Our work in this industry is vital. Over 
1,400 sites in England and Wales 
including hospitals, laboratories 
and those involved in our national 
defence use radioactive materials 
and are regulated by us. We regulate 
businesses ranging from small users 
of radioactive substances to complex 
nuclear and defence sites. It’s our 
job to make sure they use, store and 
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dispose of these substances properly 
to protect people and the environment. 
We ensure the activities related to the 
nuclear fuel cycle – including uranium 
enrichment, fuel manufacture, and 
electricity generation – are compliant 
with environmental regulations. 
We’re there through every phase of 
a facilities’ lifecycle, from design to 
decommissioning. 

Nuclear regulation
We regulate the disposal and 
discharge of radioactive wastes from 
the nuclear industry in England, as well 
as conventional activities on nuclear 
sites, such as waste management. 
We inspect sites to make sure they 
are working within the law and we 
influence companies to achieve 
high standards of compliance and 
environmental protection. 

Non-nuclear regulation
 
Most activities that use radioactive 
substances are at places that aren’t 
nuclear sites, such as hospitals, 
universities and other industries.  
Here, we regulate not only the storage 
and disposal of radioactive waste, 
but also the keeping and use of 
radioactive materials.

Some typical career positions within 
our nuclear teams are profiled in this 
booklet. These are all real employees 
who are proud to work with us.  
We hope their experiences inspire you 
– and we’re often on the lookout for 
new people to make their mark…
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A day in the life…
Alex Lord
Nuclear regulator

I regulate Oldbury Nuclear Power Station in South 
Gloucestershire. Oldbury stopped producing 
electricity in 2012 and is being decommissioned. 
Through visits and inspections, I ensure Magnox 
complies with its environmental permit. I’m also 
assisting with the regulation of Hinkley Point 
C, a new nuclear power station being built in 
Somerset. Working on these sites, at the opposite 
ends of their nuclear lives, makes the job diverse 
and stimulating.

Challenges
Developing relationships with a wide range of 
stakeholders is a big challenge. I regularly meet 
with operators, liaise with government policy 
advisors and engage with local stakeholders 
around our nuclear sites.

Highlights
I watched scuba divers remove radioactive waste 
from a storage pond during a visit to Sizewell A 
power station in Suffolk. It was great to see how 
new techniques can tackle a historic problem.

Best bits
There is always something new to learn and 
there are constant challenges. I enjoy working 
with technical specialists who have a range of 
experience and expertise to draw on.

 

Why the Environment Agency? 
How did you get here?
I became aware of the nuclear industry when 
I was at university and looking for a graduate 
job. I was studying Natural Sciences and had no 
knowledge or experience of the nuclear industry, 
when I found the ‘nucleargraduates’ scheme. 
Graduates are sponsored for two years while they 

complete training, development and placements 
across the nuclear industry. I was selected by 
the Environment Agency and started working in 
the Radiation Incident Management team. I was 
placed at a nuclear decommissioning site as well 
as at a prospective new nuclear operator. The 
experience I gained has been invaluable, both in 
securing a permanent role with the Environment 
Agency and in carrying out my roles since.

Words of advice
It’s a great place to work but be prepared for 
a steep learning curve! There are plenty of 
challenges and opportunities because it’s  
all change in the nuclear industry with old sites 
being decommissioned and new sites being built.

 
The future
Now it’s all about gaining experience and 
becoming a fully competent nuclear regulator. 
After that I’m looking forward to regulating 
a range of sites and I hope to represent the 
Environment Agency at technical and industry 
groups, in the UK and abroad.
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A day in the life…
Sarah Wallace
Nuclear regulator

I’m a nuclear regulator in the north of England 
and Wales. Our sites include power stations, 
nuclear fuel manufacturers, radioactive waste 
treatment and disposal facilities and even a 
nuclear submarine base. My job isn’t just about 
regulating radioactive substances – every 
site has a range of activities which we permit 
to ensure people and the environment are 
protected. My day-to-day work is quite varied and 
usually involves the M6 motorway. I could be at 
Rolls-Royce in Derby, where they make nuclear 
submarine propulsion systems, or at Springfields 
in Preston, where fuel for nuclear reactors is 
made. I also work on land quality at Sellafield.

Challenges
My first ‘permit variation’. I had to get up to speed 
quickly on the environmental permitting process 
when Rolls-Royce applied to make changes 
to its permit. The company wanted to include 
emissions from a new building at its Derby site 
which is being regenerated. There will be more 
work ahead for me at that site as other new 
facilities need to be brought into the permit.

Highlights
I’ve been inside the control room of the 
decommissioned nuclear reactors at Calder Hall. 
Calder Hall was the world’s first commercial 
nuclear power station, generating electricity  
from 1956. It was a real step back in time!

Best bits
As well as site regulation I have a radiation 
incident role. I take part in emergency exercises 
and provide technical advice on the impact of 
radiation on the environment. We’re also given 
lots of time for our own training and development 
so I’ve recently completed a course on new 
reactor technology.

Why the Environment Agency? 
How did you get here?
I want to create better places for people and 
wildlife. It’s an important time for the nuclear 
industry, with many sites being decomissioned 
and a new generation of reactors on the 
horizon. As an Environment Agency nuclear 
regulator I can ensure that radioactive wastes 
from these facilities are dealt with safely so 
that we protect people and the environment for 
future generations. I have a degree in chemistry 
and a masters in analytical chemistry and 
environmental science. I took an environmental 
radiochemistry module on my masters and found 
it really interesting, so much so, that it ended up 
being the spark for my future career path! After 
my masters I worked at Harwell nuclear site, 
before returning to university to embark on a PhD 
researching the geochemistry of strontium-90 
in contaminated environments. I joined the 
Environment Agency after my PhD, and started 
off regulating the use of radioactive substances 
in hospitals, universities and industry – and now 
the nuclear industry.

Words of advice
Always be open to learning. You can learn lots 
very quickly by visiting a variety of nuclear 
sites with our experienced and knowledgeable 
regulation team.

The future
I want to get more experience of regulating 
different sites as they all present unique 
challenges. I’m also keen to explore the policy 
side of work, as I was recently involved in a 
project to transpose a new European Directive 
into our UK Radioactive Substances legislation. 
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A day in the life…
Juliet Long
Head of Legacy & Waste Issues, Radioactive  
Substances and Installations Regulation

I’m a manager at our head office in Bristol.
My team provides national support to nuclear 
and radioactive substances regulation teams 
and leads communications with governments, 
other regulators and business. I work with the 
Nuclear Decommissioning Authority (NDA) who 
are responsible for the decommissioning and 
clean-up of our nuclear sites. It’s my job to make 
sure we’re supporting their development of a 
national strategy for the decommissioning and 
clean-up of nuclear sites. I know that ‘Policy 
manager’ conjures up images of someone slaving 
away over detailed documents, but it couldn’t be 
further from the truth! It’s all about getting out 
to see and understand the sites and issues we 
deal with. I also spend time meeting and building 
relationships with people and organisations to 
influence their ways of thinking and behaviours. 
I want to ensure that nuclear and environmental 
issues are properly recognised and understood, 
and we play our part in helping get nuclear sites 
cleaned up.

Highlights
That’s difficult because there are so many. I’ve 
helped plan for and introduce the most significant 
restructuring of the nuclear industry we’ve seen 
in this country. And I’ve visited the USA deep 
geological disposal facility for radioactive waste – 
which is more than 2km underneath the desert in 
New Mexico!

Best bits
I enjoy the variety of work and the fact that I get 
to work alongside a host of experienced and 
dedicated staff. The Environment Agency is one 
big team of environmentalists and engineers, 
with skills ranging from geology through to 
flood defence, from climate change through to 
the economics of environmental performance. 
Going out and representing an organisation with 

that level of skills and knowledge behind you 
is absolutely unique, and really inspiring. Our 
work with the nuclear industry is tackling some 
of the biggest environmental issues that we face 
in the UK for three reasons: to reduce the risk to 
the environment posed by some of these sites; 
to avoid leaving this nuclear waste for future 
generations; and for nuclear power to contribute 
to our efforts to tackle climate change.

Why the Environment Agency? 
How did you get here?
I joined so I could influence the plans for 
decommissioning and clean-up at a pivotal time 
for the nuclear industry – just as the NDA was 
about to be established. It offered the challenge 
of helping build new relationships and ways of 
working between the Environment Agency and this 
new organisation. It also meant I could support 
improvements in the industry on a national scale. 
By the time I was 26, having spent several years 
undertaking environmental research, I thought 
I should get a ‘proper job’. My development 
was primarily on-the-job, getting stuck in to 
understanding and helping improve environmental 
issues across a range of sites. I finally joined the 
Environment Agency in 2005 after gaining around 
seven years of experience in the nuclear industry.

Words of advice
The work is varied, interesting and can have a 
real impact on the site you regulate. My tip would 
be to take advantage of training at the earliest 
opportunity you get.

The future
I certainly see my career developing further within 
the Environment Agency. Perhaps by leading one 
of our nuclear regulation groups, leading our work 
to co-ordinate nuclear new-build, or helping to 
develop a geological repository.
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I’m a nuclear regulator at the Sellafield nuclear 
site in Cumbria. No one day is ever the same and 
my work is always varied. I’m responsible for:
• regulating the Thermal Oxide Reprocessing 

Plant (THORP) and Oxide Fuel Storage Group 
at Sellafield

• reviewing and updating the site’s 
environmental permits 

• leading our incident response 

I also work closely with the Office for Nuclear 
Regulation’s Sellafield team and we do 
some joint inspections. We regularly review 
environmental monitoring, release data, and 
advise Sellafield on the impact of its operations 
on the environment. Educating and influencing 
are important and we attend groups and present 
information such as how to be prepared for an 
emergency. As the incident response lead, I get 
involved in emergency exercises. 

Challenges
I’m doing a major review of Sellafield’s 
radioactive substances permit to ensure it is 
suitable for the challenges the site faces in 
coming years. 

Highlights
In 2016, I visited Japan to understand how 
the country is recovering from the Fukushima 
accident. It was fascinating and we brought back 
valuable lessons for the UK.

Best bits
Generally, people in the Environment Agency 
are working to ‘create a better place’, which is 
something we can feel proud of. I’ve done a lot 
of work to ensure that Sellafield has improved 
systems, using the best methods to remove 
particles and solids from its discharges to my 
local environment.  

A day in the life…
Nancy Lawton 
Nuclear regulator

Why the Environment Agency? 
How did you get here?
I grew up in Seascale (the village next to 
Sellafield) and have always been interested in the 
impact Sellafield has on the environment. Joining 
the Environment Agency in 2005 was a natural 
progression for me, and a step that I was pleased 
to make. We also have flexible working patterns, 
making it easier to juggle work and family life.

Sellafield sponsored my chemistry degree at 
Nottingham University and I worked there during 
my holidays, gaining invaluable experience in 
the nuclear sector. After graduating, I became 
a research officer for the Central Electricity 
Generating Board. I then spent nine years at 
the Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food 
(MAFF) and five years at Department of Trade and 
Industry.

Words of advice
The work is varied, interesting and can have a 
real impact on the site you regulate. My tip would 
be to take advantage of training at the earliest 
opportunity you get.

The future
I will continue to enjoy my work at Sellafield –  
we are never short of challenges!
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What would happen if there was a radiological 
emergency? How would you respond? I ask 
myself these questions every day in my role 
as Radiation Incident Advisor. I prepare our 
response to radiation incidents. I’ve got a 
national role which means I engage with teams 
and organisations both inside and outside of 
the EA. I lead our national nuclear emergency 
exercise programme, which involves determining 
how we would respond, training staff on how 
to implement procedures, and engaging with 
nuclear site operators about emergency planning. 
No two days are the same. I could be advising 
government on how to implement new policy 
related to radiological emergencies, or I could 
be part of the response to a real incident. We are 
always trying to learn from the last emergency 
and trying to predict the next. 

Challenges
I worked on a project to update UK legislation in 
light of international changes. I had to analyse 
changes and influence government. Responding 
to any incident is always a challenge and even 
small incidents get the adrenaline going!

Highlights
Successfully delivering my first national nuclear 
exercise. Nuclear sites are legally required to 
exercise their emergency plans and it is my role 
to ensure the Environment Agency contributes. 
Running an exercise includes organising 
participants, preparing briefing material, training 
staff and thinking up scenarios to really test 
those playing in the exercise.

Best bits
Fantastic support for my personal development. 
My team has supported me through a 

foundation degree in Radiological Protection 
with the University of Cumbria and an industry 
secondment with EDF’s Emergency Planning 
Group.

Why the Environment Agency? 
How did you get here?
I really enjoy working in the emergency planning 
industry, however, job opportunities are very 
limited. The Environment Agency offered me the 
chance to focus my skills on radiation incidents 
so I jumped at the opportunity.

After graduating from university I fully expected 
to walk into a career but it hardly ever works like 
that. I revisited my options and went back to 
university to do an MSc and spoke to as many 
people as possible to get my first opportunity. I 
took a contract with Somerset County Council as 
an Assistant Emergency Planner and then worked 
for a variety of companies including the University 
of Tasmania in Australia, advising on emergency 
planning matters. My advice for anyone looking 
to get their first career opportunity would be to 
establish a network and make yourself known to 

potential employers (and do it all with a smile)!

Words of advice
There are a lot of wise heads in the Environment 
Agency. Learn from them and don’t be afraid to 

ask for their help if you need it. 
 

The future
I’d like to work with radiation incident advisors in 
other countries to share and look for best practice 
and influence changes.

A day in the life…
Chris Mogg
Radiation incident advisor
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A day in the life…
Greg Black
Nuclear assessor

My team assesses the designs for new nuclear 
power stations in the UK. I also regulate the 
legacy radioactive waste storage ponds at 
Sellafield. It’s my job to ensure they are managed 
in a way that minimises any impact on the 
environment. 

Challenges
I see the extremes of the UK nuclear industry. 
With GDA I assess the decommissioning 
arrangements for reactors yet to be built and 
which will not be decommissioned for over sixty 
years. At Sellafield I regulate ageing facilities 
which were built decades ago and operated by 
people long since retired. It gives me insight 
into how the decisions we make now can impact 
future generations, and the importance of 
optimising how we design new facilities to protect 
people and the environment today and 
in the future.

Highlights
Travelling to Japan and China to engage with new 
nuclear power station design companies. I’ve 
also been leading on Generic Design Assessment 
projects while maintaining my regulatory role  
at Sellafield. 

Best bits
The people, the challenge and the diverse 
nature of the work. 

Why the Environment Agency? 
How did you get here?
I was always impressed by the knowledge, skills 
and passion of Environment Agency employees 
when I worked with them during my academic 
and industrial career. 

I completed a Nuclear Engineering doctorate 
with ONR and the University of Manchester, 
researching the waste management options for 
the UK’s graphite waste legacy. I then worked at 
the National Nuclear Laboratory on some of the 
challenges facing the nuclear industry, including 
maintaining the Advanced Gas Reactors. I joined 
the Environment Agency in 2016.

Words of advice
There is no shortage of projects, training and 
development so take advantage of this and keep 
developing your skills throughout your career. 

The future
I really enjoy my role at the Environment Agency 
and I’m looking forward to seeing how the 
industry develops, both with new build and 
decommissioning. In the future I hope I can 
develop more knowledge of environmental 
protection and the work of other colleagues in the 
Environment Agency.
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A day in the life…
Efe Igurube 
Nuclear new build deputy  
programme manager

I work within a programme that co-ordinates 
the Environment Agency’s contribution to 
the UK nuclear new build programme. The 
construction of new nuclear power stations is 
part of government strategy to make sure the UK 
has secure, clean, affordable energy supplies. 
I work closely with colleagues to deliver the 
programme, engage with new build companies, 
and collaborate with partner organisations.  
I get to work with partners including the Office 
for Nuclear Regulation, the Marine Management 
Organisation, Natural England, and Natural 
Resources Wales. I manage the nuclear new 
build programme’s finances, and also lead our 
knowledge transfer, sharing best practice and 
lessons learned across projects and within Defra 
group. I also work on risk management. Enabling 
the UK nuclear new build programme is some 
of the most exciting, varied, interesting and 
energising work that I have been involved 
in throughout my professional career.

Highlights
I’ve been privileged to work with colleagues  
in finance and legal services to develop a new 
cost recovery model for the EA. It means we can 
recover reasonable costs from the industry in  
a way that is clear, legal and proportionate.  
It also means we’ll have resilience to provide 
advice and assistance to industry.

Best bits
The variety of work and the huge number of 
experienced, helpful and dedicated staff.

Why the Environment Agency? 
How did you get here?
It gave me a unique opportunity to play my 
part in protecting the environment and ensure 
sustainable development. Being able to shape 
government policies along with our stakeholders 
was something I couldn’t resist. 

I’ve worked for the Environment Agency for 
over seven years. Before joining I spent eight 
years in the oil and gas industry. My academic 
background includes a degree in Geology, a post 
graduate diploma in Petroleum Engineering and  
a Master’s degree in Geology.

Words of advice
Be open minded and be ready to learn exciting 
things. The variety and breadth of work is unique 
and will amaze you. I have found it one of the 
most rewarding jobs I have ever done.

The future
I hope to continue to apply my experience in 
project management. I am also very interested in 
enabling the forthcoming Small Modular Reactor 
and Advance Modular Reactor projects.
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Would you like to find out more about us or your environment?

Then call us on
03708 506 506 (Monday to Friday, 8am to 6pm)

email
enquiries@environment-agency.gov.uk

or visit our website
www.gov.uk/environment-agency

incident hotline
0800 807060 (24 hours)

floodline
0345 988 1188 (24 hours)
Find out about call charges (www.gov.uk/call-charges)

Environment first:
Are you viewing this onscreen? Please consider the environment and only print if absolutely necessary. 
If you are reading a paper copy, please don’t forget to reuse and recycle.


